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employment. He is a poet, he concedes willingly that he stands second to 
Firdausi in his art. He concedes that Persia is the best of all possible lands, 
that Persian courtesy is the pink of all politeness, that Persian achievement is 
superior to all deeds elsewhere in the world. In Persia the best is represented 
by Kerman. This is not the sublimity of impudence, it is the sublimity of belief 
based upon conviction. Nurullah does not prove any of his contentions, he 
states his belief in happy assurance that these are self-evident facts. It results 
that we have a quaint medley of braggadocio and simplicity, but throughout 
runs a most interesting account of Persian life as seen by a Persian willing to 
point out its beauties to the alien. The work is veritably a storehouse of in- 
formation as to Persian customs, folk-lore and opinions. Unfortunately, the 
storehouse is locked, the absence of an index is now inexcusable. Happily for 
the reader, Nurullah lives far from the capital, Kerman is for him the heart of 
the world, it is only through the presence of an English physician that he has 
been led to set forth for the foreign reader his knowledge of a Persian life still 
uncorrupted by external ideas. William Churchill. 

EUROPE 

Kulturgeographische Wanderangen im Koblenzer Verkehrs- 
gebiet. Von Dr. R. Martiny. pp. 189-349, map and illustrations. Forsch- 
ungen zur deutschen Landes- und Volkskunde herausgegfeben von Dr. Fr. G. 
Hahn, Neunzehnter Band, Heft 3. Verlag von J. Engelhorns Nachf., Stutt- 
gart, 1911. Mk. 9.50. 9 x ty z . 

Dr. Martiny, following the general scheme of these books, interprets the 
Coblentz trade district in its cultural development, showing the natural reasons 
which have partly influenced the location of its towns, its industrial establish- 
ments, its railroads and other highways, vineyards, fields, forests, etc., describ- 
ing also the various directions in which the cultural life of the people has 
developed. The book contains an excellent folded map and is a careful and 
minute study in arithropogeography. 

Guide to Italy and Sicily. Sixth Edition, cxxviii and 394 pp., 19 maps, 
36 plans and indices. Macmillan & Co., Ltd., London, 1911. $3.25. 6}4x4/4* 
The sixth edition of this useful guide book will be welcome. It is a concise 
and handy volume which omits no really important sights of Italy, though care- 
ful not to confuse the tourist by diverting his attention to the insignificant. The 
needs of all kinds of tourists are keptMn view and even cyclists will find con- 
siderable matter intended especially for them. The maps and plans, of course, 
add much to the helpfulness of the work. 

POLAR 

Polar Exploration. By William S. Btuce, LL.D., F.R S.E. 254 pp., maps 
and index. Henry Holt and Co.; New York, 191 1. $.75. 7x5. 

This is not a history of Polar exploration but rather a book written for a 
wide public outlining the essential facts and problems of exploration in high 
latitudes. Dr. Bruce has had personal experience in nine Polar voyages and 
leadership in several of them. In this little volume he gives in a most readable 
manner the quintessence of his experience and observations. His topics as 
given in the ten chapter headings are: 

Astronomical Features of the Polar Regions; The Polar Regions; Land Ice; 
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Sea Ice and Coloration of Ice and Snow; Plant Life; Animal Life; Physics of 
the Polar Seas.; Meteorology; Magnetism; Aurora, and Tides; Aims and Ob- 
jects of Modern Exploration. 

A short quotation is given here as illustrative of the style of the book and 
of the interesting and edifying nature of its contents. After writing (pp. 190-1) 
of the Antarctic deep-sea deposits of globigerina ooze, red clay, and diatom 
ooze, Dr. Bruce continues: 

"To the south of this belt or band of diatom ooze we have a continuous 
ring south of 6o° S., which is a deep-sea deposit of blue mud. In the Weddell 
and Biscoe Seas we have a small patch in the blue mud region which seems to 
be a sort of mixture of blue mud and red clay, and which is associated with the 
area of deep water mapped out by the Valdivia and the Scotia. A special point 
of interest in this blue deposit is found on examining maps of deposits in differ- 
ent parts of the world, when it is seen that this deposit is always associated 
with continental lands. It occurs round the whole of the coasts of South and 
North America; round the coasts of Europe, Asia, and Africa. There is, in 
fact, no continental coast which is not bounded by blue mud. The natural in- 
ference, therefore, is that when we find blue mud surrounding an area of land 
about the South Pole that it is there in association with a great mass of con- 
tinental land . . . The important feature to remember is the diatom ooze at the 
bottom of the Antarctic and subantarctic seas and the blue muds in the vicinity 
of all known Antarctic lands, indicating a greater extension of those lands and 
the existence of a great Antarctic Continent, further proof of which has already 
been given." 

A charming and thoughtful work that will help many readers to a more 
intelligent appreciation of Polar exploration. 

The Toll of the Arctic Seas. By Deltus M. Edwards, x and 449 pp., map 
and illustrations, appendix and index. Henry Holt & Company, New York, 
igto. $2.50. 8^x6. 
Mr. Edwards has collated here a large number of thrilling or tragical inci- 
dents connected with Arctic exploration, some of which have not been hitherto 
published. Many of his stories were gleaned from old accounts of the explorers 
themselves, from obsolete reports of Army and Navy inquiries and from private 
journals and manuscripts. The book is interesting as a chronicle of accidents 
and great catastrophes, part of the price the world has paid for its present 
wealth of knowledge of the Arctic. The incidents are not given in chronologi- 
cal order and the first great Arctic tragedy involving the death of Sir Hugh 
Willoughby and his comrades is referred to near the end of the book. 



GENERAL 

Geologen-Kalender. Begrundet von Geh. Rat Prof. Dr. K. Keilhack. 
Herausgegeben unter Mitwirkung der Deutschen Geologischen Gesellschaft. 
Neunter Jahrgang far die Jahre tot 1-1912. Bearbeitet von Dr. W. Quitzow. 
Leipzig: Max Weg, 1911. 516 and 52 pp. , 4 marks. 6^x4^ 

The Geologen-Kalender is a publication for geologists similar to the Geo- 
graphen-Kalender for geographers. It is issued every two years. In the cur- 
rent edition it has been considerably expanded. It contains a directory of 



